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BOD 0 (ZERO POINT) / Paweł Althamer / Námestie slobody

Press release 

Happening Realization: 

09/18/2012,  9am  -  6pm

09/19 and  09/20 sandpit at the square Námestie slobody - also a free public access

Project author: Paweł Althamer

Organizer:  Civil association o.z. Verejný podstavec

Project co-organizer: Polish Institute in Bratislava

Verejný podstavec would like to invite you to take part at Námestie slobody (literally "Freedom square") happening. 

Distinguishd Polish artist, Paweł Althamer (1967) undertook a task to disenchant ideologically burdened space of the square Námestie slobody in Bratislava through pure children energy. 

He decided to create a spacious sandpit out of non-functioning fountain Družba. The purpose of this project is an encounter and communication link among school and pre-school kids via playing with sand, drawing and a collective reading of the book Little King Martin I. by Janusz Korczak. 

The reunion should be a celebration of children and adults and should evoke relaxed atmosphere of a freedom at the square.  Althamer's vision inspired by the book Little King Martin I., is that adults become "servants" of children.

Paweł Althamer event brings new dimension of art in the public space to Bratislava and at the same time draws passers-by to participate to play with kids. It also creates an opportunity to meet artists who are involved in the sandpit happening and to know them better. 

The project Námestie slobody is the first one that the civil association Verejný podstavec is organizing within a wider-ranging project "Dočasná autonómna zóna umenia" (Provisional autonomous art zone) - "BOD 0" (ZERO POINT). Other concepts of "BOD 0" project have been introduced to the public a year ago within an individual exhibition in Krokus gallery.

One of the latest participatory projects of  Paweł Althamer, in which children took part, is the Draftsmanship Congress that author set up for the 7th Berlin Biennale 2012. In this case a drawing was the medium of communication. Drawing represents not only a possible method of communication among generations but also between different rungs of the social scale.

Paweł Althamer about the project: 

"I would like Námestie slobody to get a new strength, a new energy not only to run in a stereotype. We will invite preschoolers and primary school first graders who react spontaneously to a new location. I visualized a large playground and many children playing at the square Námestie slobody. Kids would dominate the space and express how they imagine space organization. They might need help because they are already living in a system that was created by adults. I thought that we could help them a little with construction arrangements - building a sandpit at the non-functional fountain. 

Sandpit is the place where relations among kids are born. At first I saw it as one-day happening but I think that this could be repeated in a weekly manner or to be preserved as a kind of a special festival. I would like the unique story of the book by Janusz Korczak, Little King Martin I. to continue in a in a revolutionary way. And only kings and queens would analogically meet at the square Namestie slobody in Bratislava."

video link: http://vimeo.com/30190268#at=0

Paweł Althamer (*1967, PL) is a Polish artist living in Warsaw, actively involved in international art scene.  The most important parts of his work are action, happening, sculpture, installations and plastic art. He creates happenings and other situations where viewers find themselves in the middle of new/altered reality/art.

Althamer holds the prestigious The Vincent Award 2004 awarded every two years to artists - visionary thinkers whose work has significant and lasting influence on contemporary art.

He is also an organizer of the Warsaw art workshops which have been formed into an artistic group Nowolipie. In this group, he has the role of a therapist for patients diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. He exhibited at prestigious international art shows as Documenta X, Kassel, 1997 Manifesta 3, Ľubľana, 2000 50. Benátske bienále, 2003 9. Istanbul biennale, 2005 Skulptur Projekte 07, Műnster, 2007 and at important art institutions such as Centre Pompidou Paríž, Tate Modern, London, Ludwig Museum Cologne, Deutsche Guggenheim Berlin. 

Verejný podstavec was founded in 2010 by sculptors Dalibor Bača, Tomáš Džadoň, Michal Moravčík a Martin Piaček. It is a continuation of the initiative "Akú sochu do mesta?" (What kind of a sculpture for the city) (2006) and a the petition "Stop kultúrnej politike v našich mestách!" (Stop cultural politics in our cities!) (2006). Verejný podstavec is a platforom of free ideas for the public space.   www.verejnypodstavec.com
Project support: city district Bratislava Staré Mesto, Ministerstvo Kultúry SR (Ministry of Culture of the Slovak republic), Visegrádsky fond (Visegrad Fund), Intenda, Polish Institute in Bratislava

